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.... Tl're:'lber JIl1 whpn you come in your kingly :,ow~r" The words 

~ 
came slowly thr11 d:-y cracked lips . And the man who spoke 

them is just about as ~istorically obscure as one can get 
..... 

without b~lost ~ompletely . For there 1s practlc~lly no­

thing we kno~ about this man except theee words and th 

con~ition! under w~ich they we uttered . 

flhen the o+...her bandit spoke insolently to Jesus : "Are 

you not the Christ . Save yourself and us" he had countered 

with an admispion or their person~l guilt and with a de ­

fense of the Galelean : "3ut this man has donI"! nothing 

",r 109" . ...n his heart he knew thQt he was getting what 

society decreed , but Jesus did not d~~erve this kind of ~ 

treat~ent . :ndeed , the insurrectionist saw in Je!us his 

only hope for whatevpr was yet to be . Turning his agony 

lined face to Je~us - who in his own misery was not un­

mindful of other. pain - he spoke of +he futUre of them 

bOUl s~:ling ! "J","sus , remember me wh~n you co e in your 

kingly power ll • 

Th~ Man on the middle cross did not disregard this sio­

n""rle plea . What compas~ion must have been in his heart 
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"Jesus , rem nber me when yon come in your kingly po'er" 
And he said to him "Truly, I saj to you , today 'rou nIl be 
with me in paradise'l. luke 2) : .. .:: - J 

There were 3 ~en O~ ~OBees ~n uolgatha th~t day , and 

this is the last known request of one of them : "Jesus , re ­



when he responded to the penitential man of violence : 

"Truly today you will be with me in Paradi2.e" . '],./ 

The sinner made his l~st request . The savior made his 

final pr01'l\1se • 

•Iesus ' critics had deplored the kind of company he 

kept and the:- 'J.st have wine d when they over r,eard this 

dialogue . For the leaders of the established religion did 

not seem to graep that if an established religion is worth 

anything i t must. k~~p the "bad eompan:{'1 Jesus 1<e.,t . High 

quality Christianit- is a ministr'." to the sinn!'!r , not a 

balll!. to those who have no need . J emlS ~aid : "I C81'1e not to 

call the righteous , but sinners" . 

The criminal IT\8.y have s emed unworthy to !fI8fly but to 

Jesus he was a candid~te for salvation . Between them on 

that day of death the divine was responding to human need . 

Jesus made him feel that he was headed for something worth­

while , and th~t he would be in rood company : "~oday •.••• 

wi th me" . 

1 . Consider , first , that the finAl word of this criminal 

1s repre~entative of th, longing of the in(li"" lual to be 

ramembered . And th~ good news of thAt Friday E~erience 

of this ~, wno hear~ Jesus' word~ fallon hi ears , is 

that the individual i~ r~~mberee . 

Jpsus himself did not want to be forgotten . In the 

pper Ro~m , he made this requ st : "Do this in remembrance 
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0: me" And his friends , remembering him, pushed that 

.3 
memory with such dedication that there is hardly a place 

where human lives have not been touched by him. See then 

the consequences of a lofty and lively rremory . 

Of course , the record of his:tory points out that most 

people are lorgotten b·! the generations which sweeep onto 

the scene after them . Extremely few have had their names 

oenned into the a!'lnals of the ages - some marked b.-,r evil , 

others marked by good . 

Our individual chances of getting into the record is 

minute . Few will remember us long . But where men forget , 

God remembers . 

And , tho human memory fades , divine memory is permanent 

Christ on the cross is God at war with man ' s doubts , 

opening to the believer a glimpse of eternal life and hope . 

Tho Jesus ' s promise was made to the criminal befo=e the 

resurrection, the implication is that Jesus handed him the 

hope which we associate with Easter •• the resurrected 

life •.•it ' s coming , it is just ahead . and Jesus knew what 

he was talking ahout . 

Jesus confronts us with the positive assertion that 

life is only thoroughly begun in and thru ph:rsical death . 

Just as Christianity received it strength from the resur ­

rection event, so this moment on Golgotha is to be seen 

in the light of the resurrection . Jesus makes it unmistak­



abl ' cleaT . This was not the finish . Larth' time va! run­

ning out on the poor man ' s body , but God ' s clock was still 

ticking fo:, his soul : ffToday , you will be lIIi th mp in 

~aradiseff . ~ 
2 . Consider fUrther that Jesus had 4.he authority to 

make uch a p:-ornise . If he had not had the po',;er then this 

b:-ief conversation would have been ridiculoue . But notice 

that the man to Whom the promise was given accepted it 

without que~tlon . 'Why would he have a~ked what he did 

if there had not broken accros~ the horizon of his mind 

the insight that here beside him on another cross was the 

vt>ry son of God . If he had doubted Je~us ' authority, he 

was the kind of man who would bluntly say so . For what rea­

90n should he pay heed to someone whom ~ociety saw fit to 

crucifiy? If Jesus had been an imposter , this criminal 

would have sen~ed it from his own cross of misery . Rather , 

he did not even raise the question : "ny what authority do 

your r'lake that promise~ 1I 

!Jow I don ' t think we can &ssqne that this rO:Jgh char­

acter fully undpr~tood Jesus ' reeponse to his plea . Even 

the disciples who spent J years with him did not fully 

cOM?rehend the full meaning of his me!siahship . 

Yet , it is not unr~aeonable to believe th~t - as scme ­

times happens - in the twinkling of an eye , in the sound of 

a heartbeat , an illumin~tl~n of the soull filled the man . 



Anv he knew without doubt that Je~u~ had the authority of 

~od in ~king the promise . 

we might no'~ here tnat one of tr~ubles which beset us 

today i s that we have perfect 20 - 20 vision "or material 

and uh~\pic81 t.hings and night ; but our eyesight is terribly 

poor when it comes to recognizing the presencA and autho­

rity of God . And as some of Je~us ' ancient detractors 

did we say : "By what authority does he do .hat or ~ay 

this" . Becau~e he is not what we are we question what he 

does to hum~n hearts and ~omptimes pour s~reamc of skepti­

cism on what he says or what he doe~ . 'A'ell , Jesus ha all 

the authority he needed to make a repentant th~r whole; 

and he has the power and the a~tho~1ty to make ~')u whole . 

'iow often we 1e+, the ~ughts of our trained minds become 

st~mb1ing blockF rather than stepping stones to the abund­

ant life . 

N 
As this t eif sat in 'he dampness 0" his prison cel: , h~ 

was ju~t another c~ndemned man . But on Golgotha he foand 

the deliverer who opened the door to the fut~e; and hang-

in" there he acknowledge Jesus ' authority : "Remember Ine". 

The time for faith was at h:.nd , the da)~ of d:>ubting was 

o'ler . 

3 . So this r.que~t of the crimin~l repre~ent~ the Longin~ 

w~ have to be remember~d; and the ans~~r Jesus gave was 

spoken ... ith the authority of God . Now , finaU·r , i" t.he 



he light of thp r~~urrecti~n . hi EV nt ~as p r- nal"8aninf . ~D he r surrecti~n , Jecu~ p~ssp,d ~~m an idle 

rlJI"~r to a ;,:o"'l<j alt "'i ng reali t" , t akin up!' s1 :tence in 

t lives or all who beli vee . T e defeated di~ciplcs b~came 

the ~old ev~ng li~t~ who, invading the heart of 8 he tlen 

.pire with the good news of God ' s love , won conv~rts in 

the household ,r Ca~ 8ar and in ev ry e~?ire 5in~e . 

;""":'o11e we <:onfess tl,.at we do not ;;n'"' .... ;.h ;ann of 

Je~uel re urr t~on , WP. n ~itness to thp. fact t~ t man ' s 

leVEl of spirit~al life has gon~ lp as a ree~lt of it . Tee 

wo~ld i~ definitely different due to God(s ~ivulging n w di ­

mer-lsons to 1i e tr.ru vhr'et . 

Ttl! we ~re ~ure af . ~e re meant !o~ tranfor~tinn , not 

exten +ion . The myst~rv of dea~h ~hat will one a [J e to 

>!5 ...11: not .jt~t.roy us , but it will bri_n us to rOr:l~letion . 

For at the "Ie rio of d~at!l is t e hC"l.rt of .>d . 

The promise J ef' 15 rII to thl!: dying cr1 inal pr:)IJIotf': 

a vi W 0 death which r~ve.d strengtn to o..... liye~ . Jpsus 

doe.e not. )fr r .., a shot of divine nova ai!1e to 11 'J r pai 1 

>T I , not t t , e orr&>'!'s a gift to 5hari'en our joy 1n livin, 

':)1.1. ')~" ar nd a in "he .-(j.t..;.re with a .lrlJl ce o 

!O e ~Lber me" , ~l"aded th penit'"-nt e1nner 

,,"!Iods'! , yOll will bf' with me in PllradiEe'l, Jesus answ red 

!~ re i~ ~or a~ter e t . It is di rerant . 

Som ~ the jirrer~ e is i:lustrat d b~ what a ~an felt 



1 ",.ljile clinicall:r :Jea on tnA opcr3tin~ ~8ble . for mip~tes 
r "" '" 7 I> 

his heart did not b~at . Massage br.,u?,ht. him back to lif4!' , 

later he "8!'i asked i-there \lias an:v- particular fee) lngs in 

the experience . He ~aid : Iti can .,ell you thh .. lif'e has 

been difftrent ever since •• ~ C8~ l t expal1n it . ~ ~a_t have 

~,ne thru ~om€thing . Life is happier .•it just se8M~ to be a 

dit'ferent world" . 

That is trrJ inlmAtion of the Easter faith •• LIF£, w::>n­

derf~lly cifferent...•because of th~ resurrection of Chri~t . 

But, you know , it really .as too had about that crimi lal , 

too bad . What a wonder he missed . Oh, we do not di~pal'age th 

gift :hrlst gave him • • +h~re at the last few 5econds of 

his earthly pilg~image . ~e rejoice jn Eueh ~~ve:ous Lord and 

Savior . 

Au· it ' s too bad .• for he mi~sed too joy an.1 !'ullMSS 

of thi!- life . 

St~ll J th~ J bow beautiful it is "fodaY J you will be with 

l'Ie in Paradise" . 

But here i!" soroething more beautiful : "Tadar you will 

be !illed with my love and lifp- will never De the same 

af;,:ain" , 


